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FOREWORD
WELCOME TO THE WINTER EDITION OF YOUR EU!
As another difficult and challenging year ends, we step forward into a year
which we hope will lead us to the road of recovery from this global health crisis.

We have become familiar with
all forms of digital technology,
which has been so important in
keeping us connected, ensuring
that vital work and outputs are
maintained. However, I relished the
opportunity to step back into the
office with colleagues and attend
project events in person. As much
as technology has great benefits,
there is no substitute to making
and sustaining relationships and
connections. Hopefully things
will continue to improve and 2022
will be a much more physically
connected year.
It is important to recognise the success
of the public consultation process for
the PEACEPLUS Programme, which
allowed us to complete the Programme
content and obtain approval from
the Northern Ireland Executive, the
Government of Ireland and the North
South Ministerial Council.
This will be a significant year for the
SEUPB, with the continuation of project
activity within the current PEACE IV
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and INTERREG VA Programmes and the
launch of PEACEPLUS. We have been
working hard to design the administrative
architecture for the implementation of the
Programme so that we can launch the
funding calls as early as possible. Please
continue to follow our social media
channels for information, including our
website www.seupb.eu. You can also
sign up for regular updates by requesting
to join the PEACEPLUS mailing list:
peaceplus@seupb.eu
Throughout the year, we will also take
part in many PEACE IV and INTERREG
VA project closure events. I wish to
once again reiterate my utmost respect
for the projects and their resilience in
implementing the activity that helped
so many during the pandemic and I
very much look forward to being a part
of these closure events, to celebrate
the outstanding achievements of staff,
participants and project partners.

news including the esteemed accolade
for the INTERREG VA funded NorthWest Multimodal Transport Hub, which
won an award at the European Union’s
REGIOSTARS awards. This is a very
prestigious, Europe wide competition,
and is a fantastic achievement.
Should you like to get in touch about the
content of this magazine, or suggestions
for future editions, then please don’t
hesitate to contact our communications
team: communications@seupb.eu
Warmest regards,

GINA MCINTYRE
Chief Executive, the SEUPB

In this edition you will find a number of
articles relating to not only project closure
events, but also a few launch events. You
will also find some of the latest project
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PROJECT NEWS

A NEW €5M SHARED SPACE
CREATIVE HUB FOR BUSHMILLS,
COUNTY ANTRIM
The old Courthouse building in Bushmills, County Antrim,
will be the site of a new €5m Shared Space Creative Hub.
The new Hub will seek to engage
not only the local community, but
individuals and groups from across
the Causeway Coast and Glens
Borough area and the border to
participate in community cohesion
and integration programmes via
creativity and shared heritage.
Led by Enterprise Causeway, the project
will involve the renovation of the 1834
building and will incorporate a new threestorey extension that will include:
f Visitor facilities and a retail shop;
f A café;
f Messy studio;

In addition to the capital build project, a
Community Arts Engagement Programme
will be rolled out. Some activity was
delivered in the summer of 2021, with
Enterprise Causeway having facilitated 10
different programmes to over 300 people
including pottery and macramé for adults,
scratch art, kite making for teens and a
mini-maker back to nature art competition.
The project will support creative
businesses, generate new jobs and provide
dedicated and inclusive community spaces
and skills development programmes.
The project is set to be completed by
approximately March 2023.

The vision is to provide a
very unique, inclusive space
for the whole community
to use, affording them the
opportunity to engage in
a fully funded programme
of activities and learning,
enabling them to explore
new skills and interests
across the arts, culture,
heritage and artisan food.
We believe the regeneration
of this iconic building will
be transformational for the
village, and indeed, the
wider local community.
Jayne Taggart, CEO,
Enterprise Causeway.

For more information on
the project
CLICK HERE

f 15 workshop studios;
f Three shared meeting spaces;
f Community workshop and
event space;
f Car parking and;
f A garden area.
MATCH-FUNDING
The Department for Communities,
Northern Ireland and the Department of
Rural and Community Development, Ireland.
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From (l-r): Kieran Moylan, Principal Officer of the Libraries Development and
Community Policy Unit, Department of Rural and Community Development Ireland;
Gina McIntyre, CEO the SEUPB; Jayne Taggart, CEO, Enterprise Causeway; Andrew
Molloy, Hamilton Architects; and Mark O’Donnell, Deputy Secretary for Housing,
Urban Regeneration and Local Government, Department for Communities.
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ELECTRIC VEHICLE PROJECT HELPING
TO TRANSITION TO A LOW CARBON
TRANSPORT SYSTEM
The governments of Scotland, Ireland and Northern Ireland all have a common
policy - to transition to a low carbon transport system between now and 2040.
One of the ways that this can be
achieved is to encourage public
uptake of electric vehicles, however,
without the presence of adequate
public charging infrastructure, to date,
this has been a challenge.
The €6.4m FASTER project (Facilitating
a Sustainable Transition to EV’s in the
Regions) was developed to help provide
the availability of rapid charging stations,
helping to reduce one of the obstacles in
the growth of the electric vehicle market
across the three jurisdictions.
Officially launched in September 2021,
FASTER will provide electric vehicle
charging infrastructure with the installation
of 73 Rapid Charging Points across
Northern Ireland, the border counties of
Ireland and Western Scotland.
The project will help to reduce reliance on
fossil fuels by encouraging increased use
of more environmentally-friendly forms of
transport and will also seek to address
some of the barriers to greater public
uptake of electric vehicles.
The FASTER EV charging network will
be installed on a phased basis over the
next few years and will be supported by a
series of public awareness and community
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022

The FASTER project will provide 73 rapid charging points across Northern Ireland,
the border counties of Ireland and Western Scotland.

engagement events, promotional campaigns and initiatives to address public
concerns with existing charging infrastructure and producing materials to support the
transition to low emission vehicles.
The project is being led by East Border Region, in partnership with Ulster University;
South West College; University of Strathclyde; HiTrans; Louth County Council; and
Dundalk Institute of Technology. The Consortium is also working with a range of Local
Authorities across the three jurisdictions to identify suitable locations.
For more information on the project

CLICK HERE
MATCH-FUNDING
The Department for Infrastructure, Northern
Ireland and the Department for Transport, Ireland.
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PROJECT NEWS

NEW REGIONAL PROJECT
TO HELP CREATE FUTURE
INNOVATORS
Areas suffering disproportionately from the legacy of the conflict are
to be supported by a new project, led by Co-operation Ireland, that
seeks to boost the social economy through targeted funding.
The Future Innovators project aims
to further develop peacebuilding and
reconciliation within, and between
communities north and south of the
border through supporting social
innovation projects.
Future Innovators will be based in the five
Urban Village areas (areas of historical
deprivation and social tension).
These areas include:
f North Belfast (Ardoyne and Greater
Ballysillan);

The project will work to build firmer
connections and a thriving economy
across communities and cultural
backgrounds and will use social
innovation to create projects that invest
in people and the places where they live.
x For more information on this project

Tackling generational
problems stemming from
the conflict remains a
very live issue. Future
Innovators will not only
foster cross-community
interaction but also build
the social economy in
deprived areas.
Peter Sheridan, CEO,
Co-operation Ireland.

CLICK HERE

Front row from (l-r): Cliodhna McNeill and Dani O’Neill. Back row
from (l-r): Kevin Brassell, Project Co-ordinator; Paul Beattie, Director,
the SEUPB; and Gareth Johnston, Acting Director of Strategic Policy,
Equality and Good Relations at The Executive Office.

f Derry/Londonderry (Bogside, Fountain
and Bishop Street);
f West Belfast (Colin);
f East Belfast (Newtownards Road,
Grampian Avenue to Bridge End);
f South Belfast (Sandy Row, Donegall
Pass and the Markets) and;
f The border region of Donegal.
Social innovation means using new,
creative approaches to develop practical
solutions for addressing social, political,
economic and environmental challenges
such as poverty, employability or climate
change, amongst others.
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022

MATCH-FUNDING
The Executive Office, Northern Ireland and
the Department of Rural and Community
Development, Ireland.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

d
e
d
n
u
F
U
E
r
o
f
in
Prestigious W
North-West Transport Hub
The €23.5m North-West Multimodal
Transport Hub was the proud winner of
a prestigious, European Commission,
REGIOSTAR award at a special virtual
ceremony in early December 2021.
The REGIOSTARS Awards are a yearly
competition, organised by the European
Commission’s Directorate General for Regional
and Urban Policy. It aims at identifying good
practices in regional development and
highlighting innovative, EU-funded projects,
which could be attractive and inspiring to
other regions and project managers.
The project was selected as the winner under
the Topic of the year category: ‘Enhancing
green mobility in the regions – European Year
of Rail 2021’.
This award category focused on projects
which improve regional transport through new
or upgraded rail connections and the creation
of multimodal hubs. It is also linked to the
European Commission’s objective to achieve
climate neutrality, as set out in the Green
Deal, including a 90% reduction in carbon
emissions within the transport sector by 2050.
The Commission commended the NW Hub for
providing “an increased rail capacity, a strong

balance of services for cycling, public transport and
active travel users in Derry-Londonderry and an
encouraging modal shift from car to public transport.”
For more on the Commission’s announcement

The award demonstrates good
practice in regi
acts as an inspiration to other onal development and
regions.

CLICK HERE
Located at the former Waterside Train Station in
Derry-Londonderry, the new North West Multimodal
Transport Hub has been specifically designed to
improve connectivity through the development of
coordinated cross-border bus and rail services. It
has a new park and ride facility with 100 spaces,
including disabled spaces and e-charging points.
Led by the Department for Infrastructure, in
association with a number of project partners, the
hub also includes a bus turning area, for easier
passenger drop off and pick-ups and a new
Greenway path, linking the Hub to Foyle Street Bus
Station and the city centre, via the EU-funded Peace
Bridge, for cyclists and pedestrians.
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The award follows in the footsteps of the project’s
other successful win, for Best Overall Entry at the
National Railway Heritage Awards in London.
For more information on the award

VISIT HERE

MATCH-FUNDING
The Department for Infrastructure,
Northern Ireland and the Department
for Transport, Ireland.
YOUR EU! | AUTUMN 2021
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NEWS & INFO

ENVIRONMENT PROJECT
RECOGNISED AS EXCEPTIONAL
EXAMPLE OF CROSS-BORDER
PARTNERSHIP WORKING
The Collaborative Action for the Natura Network (CANN) project was a
finalist at the 2022 prestigious Innovations in Politics Awards.

This Europe-wide competition, now
in its fifth year, asks politicians from
all over Europe to submit their most
outstanding political initiatives.

habitats and to support priority
species found within Northern
Ireland, the border counties of
Ireland and Western Scotland.

CANN was nominated as an exceptional
example of how partners are working
together, across borders, developing
practical solutions to address the
urgent issues of climate change and
biodiversity loss.

It is helping to ensure that
conservation targets are met and
the future of these internationally
important habitats and species
are protected.

A jury of over 1,000 European citizens
selected the finalists, from over 400
entries put forward from across Europe.
CANN secured a position in the final ten
of the Ecology Awards section.
Led by Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council, the €9.4m CANN
project is working with 11 partners
to improve the condition of protected

I am immensely proud of
the final position which the
project has secured, as well
as the strength of partnership
working evident across
councils, charities, academic
institutions and government
departments, in pursuit of
a common goal, to improve
environmental conditions.
Councillor Cathy Mason,
Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council Chairperson.

The CANN project team will
produce conservation action plans
for a range of sites across the
jurisdictions which are designated
as Special Areas of Conservation,
accumulatively accounting for
over 3,150 hectares of land.

The nomination for CANN demonstrates
the strength of cross-border working in
helping to address the urgent issues of
climate change and biodiversity loss.

MATCH-FUNDING
The Department of Agriculture, Environment
and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland, NatureScot
in Scotland and the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage, Ireland.
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022
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TRANSGENERATIONAL TRAUMA
AWARENESS DAY DELIVERED BY
PEACE-IV REGIONAL PROJECT
The €6.1m OUR Generation project recently held a Transgenerational
Trauma Awareness Day to help raise awareness and expand the
conversation around Transgenerational Trauma.
The first ever Transgenerational
Trauma Awareness Day
(TTAD21) was launched by the
€6.1m OUR Generation project,
aimed at raising awareness of
Transgenerational Trauma and to
help break the cycle of Troublesassociated trauma in generations
of children and young people.
The OUR Generation project was
created to provide a unique opportunity
for communities, north and south of
the border, to work together to halt the
transgenerational impact of trauma and
to build emotional resilience and peace
for generations to come.
The event follows research carried
out over the last decade which is
recognising how the impact of violence
from the Troubles lives on in families;
having been transmitted to younger
generations. The response of the body
and brain to trauma can influence
parents’ feelings and behaviour in a
way that can lead to poor attachment,
adversities and trauma in their children
and can influence how young peoples
bodies respond to stress.

YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022

TTAD21 launched a social media
campaign alongside a live, online event,
attracting almost 200 participants from
all over the UK, Ireland and places further
afield such as Pakistan and South Africa.
Among the speakers were Northern
Ireland’s Mental Health Champion,
Professor Siobhan O’Neill; Dr Clare Dwyer,
Lecturer of Law at Queen’s University
Belfast; and Dr Ciara Downes of the
Northern Health and Social Care Trust.

For more information on
the project

CLICK HERE

By having an annual
day each year, where
we actively discuss
Transgenerational Trauma,
we can start to increase
awareness and work
towards breaking the cycle.
Carol Scullion, Project Manager,
Our Generation Project.

The OUR Generation project is a crossborder partnership of seven regional
organisations, led by Action Mental
Health Donegal, in association with
Youth Service, Co-operation Ireland,
Youth Action NI, Youth Work Ireland,
PlayBoard NI, and Ulster University.

MATCH-FUNDING
The Executive Office, Northern Ireland
and The Department of Rural and
Community Development, Ireland.
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TRANSFORMING THE
LIVES OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Transform (Transformative Education for Positive Relationships) engaged 480
young people aged 14-24, over the last four years, supporting them to fulfil
their potential, develop skills and confidence, gain OCN qualifications and
contribute positively as active citizens in their communities.
The €2.4m Transform project was a partnership between Youth Link NI,
Youth Initiatives and Mencap in Northern Ireland and was delivered across
Derry-Londonderry, Lisburn, Belfast, Portadown, Omagh, Enniskillen,
Downpatrick and Banbridge.
Young participants from Protestant, Catholic and BAME communities participated in
youth work programmes that explored the core themes of Personal Development,
Good Relations and Active Citizenship.
Young participant Ellen, from the Portadown cohort with Oasis Youth, filmed a vlog
during lockdown. The vlog charted what life was like each week on the project,
highlighting what the online sessions looked like as well as what challenges the group
had set for themselves. To view Ellen’s video click on the icon in the video below.

The project has been vital
for the mental health and
wellbeing of participants.
Throughout lockdown the
project was a lifeline for many
young people, providing them
with opportunities to engage
online. The evaluations and
interviews from participants
speak for themselves. This
project has changed lives for
the better. It has given young
people hope for the future!
Gordon Woolsey,
Project Coordinator.

MATCH-FUNDING
The Department for the Economy, Northern
Ireland and the Department of Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth, Ireland.
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022
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DOCUMENTING KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS WITH
COUNCIL LEGACY VIDEO
In December 2021, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
released a legacy video, highlighting the key achievements of their
PEACE IV funded, Local Authority Action Plan (LAAP).

Initiatives and projects supported
under the Council’s LAAP centered
around three strategic objectives:
Children and Young People;
Shared Spaces and Services; and
Building Positive Relations.
Since June 2017, £2.8m of European
Union funding has been used to
develop positive change to the
Fermanagh and Omagh area.
The video provides an insight into the
impact of the 16 programmes that
were delivered.

Each programme supported peacebuilding and cross-community
interaction through a range of
approaches, which included:
f Sports;
f Arts;
f Heritage;

f Language
support; and

This video is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase the
significant positive impacts and
key achievements as a result of
PEACE IV funding. Over 2,500
participants were engaged,
including almost 950 young
people and over 70 communities
in a wide range of peacefocused initiatives and has, I
believe, been instrumental in
creating a more cohesive and
forward-thinking society.
Councillor Errol Thompson,
PEACE IV Partnership.

f Community
development.

f Horticulture;
To view the full 17 minute video click on
the icon in the below screenshot.

MATCH-FUNDING
The Executive Office, Northern Ireland and
The Department of Rural and Community
Development, Ireland.
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022

PAGE 12

PROJECT NEWS

CROSS-BORDER COMMUNITY
HEALTH PROJECT MAKES POSITIVE
IMPACT FOR 10,000 PEOPLE
CoH Sync, a cross-border partnership between the statutory
sector and eight community-based Hubs across Northern Ireland,
the border counties of Ireland and the West of Scotland, has made
a positive impact on the health and wellbeing of 10,000 people.
The Community Health
Synchronisation project has been
recognised as an exemplar crossjurisdictional model for supporting
population health and tackling
health inequalities across the region.
Designed to help build the capacity
of communities to deliver sustainable
health and wellbeing programmes,
the project supported Hubs to recruit
and train 40 local Community Health
Facilitators to deliver a diverse range
of healthy lifestyle programmes to the
residents within their communities.
People in local communities were
encouraged and supported to take
control of their own health by making
sustainable small changes.

factors associated with chronic illness
such as Heart Disease, Cancers,
Respiratory illness and mental health
conditions.

This project has made a huge
change to people’s lives across
a wide geographical area.
In particular, many participants
stated that the project helped
them to cope with the impact
of COVID-19 and the associated
restrictions and enforced
isolation.
CAWT partnership Chairperson,
Dr Maura O’Neill.

The project also utilised a sophisticated
digital Data Collection and Reporting
System, which tracked the ‘before and
after’ progress of participants who set
goals to stop smoking, understand their
alcohol consumption and safe drinking
levels, increase physical activity, improve
nutrition or improve their mental health.

For more information on the
achievements of this project
and details of the Hubs

CLICK HERE

The CoH-Sync project reflects national
healthcare policy which places an
emphasis on prevention of the risk

MATCH-FUNDING
The Departments of Health, Northern Ireland
and Ireland, with support from the Scottish
Government.
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022
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EXAMPLES OF TRANSNATIONAL CO-OPERATION
Transnational programmes such as the Atlantic Area, Northern Periphery
& Arctic and North West Europe Programme bring together regions from
different EU and neighbouring countries that have similar geography,
cultures and challenges. These challenges can be addressed through
transnational co-operation. Below are a few examples:

PASSION-HF

(Patient Self-care Using eHealth
in Chronic Heart Failure)

PROGRAMME

The SEUPB performs the role of Regional Contact Point for the
Northern Periphery and Artic Programme and an Information
and Support Point for the Atlantic Area, North West Europe and
INTERREG Europe Programmes. It also carries out First Level
Control for Northern Ireland partners for all four Programmes
and promotes North-South cooperation and collaboration.

REDAWN

CLIMATE

PROGRAMME
Atlantic Area
Programme.

North West Europe
Programme.

OPERATIONAL DATES
May 2018 – December 2021.

AIM
To develop an integrated eHealth
product called ‘Abby’ enabling selfcare of chronic heart failure, including
self-prescription of medication.

(Collaborative Learning Initiative Managing
and Adapting to The Environment)

PROGRAMME
Northern Periphery
and Arctic
Programme.

OPERATIONAL DATES
September 2017 – August 2020.

OPERATIONAL DATES

AIM

June 2017 – May 2020.

To improve the energy efficiency
of water networks through the
installation of innovative microhydropower (MHP) technology.

WEBSITE

AIM
To promote and improve climate change
awareness in European peripheral rural
communities through a knowledgebased approach and community-led
sustainable resource planning.

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

For an overview of the INTERREG VB Transnational / VC Interregional Programmes
For more examples of transnational co-operation
YOUR EU! | WINTER 2022

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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PROGRAMME SUMMARIES AND
THE SEUPB CONTACTS
PEACE IV
The €270m PEACE Programme
2014-2020 is a unique Structural
Funds programme aimed at
reinforcing progress towards a
peaceful and stable society in
Northern Ireland and the Border
Region of Ireland.
The Programme’s key
objectives are:
- Shared Education
- Children & Young People
- Shared Spaces & Services
- Building Positive Relations
The eligible area for the Programme
is Northern Ireland and the border
counties of Ireland (counties Cavan,
Donegal, Leitrim, Louth, Monaghan
and Sligo).
For further information on the PEACE IV
Programme contact:
Joint Secretariat Omagh,
Tel: +44 (0) 28 8225 5750
E: omagh@seupb.eu or Belfast,
Tel: +44 (0) 28 9026 6660
E: info@seupb.eu

INTERREG VA
The €283m INTERREG Programme
2014-2020 has been designed to
address many of the developmental
problems which are exacerbated
by the existence of borders, in
order to build upon opportunities
for enhanced economic and social
development across the region.
The Programme’s key
priorities are:
- Research & Innovation
- Environment
- Sustainable Transport
- Health
The targeted eligible area is Northern
Ireland, the border counties of
Ireland (Counties Cavan, Donegal,
Leitrim, Louth, Monaghan, and Sligo)
and Western Scotland (Lochaber,
Skye & Lochalsh, Arran & Cumbrae
and Argyll & Bute, Dumfries and
Galloway, East Ayrshire and North
Ayrshire mainland, and South
Ayrshire).
For further information
on the INTERREG VA Programme
contact:
Joint Secretariat,
Monaghan.
Tel: + 353 (0)47 77003
E: monaghan@seupb.eu or
Caroline Coleman, National Contact
Point for Scotland,
Scotland
Europa, 150 Broomielaw,
Atlantic Quay, Glasgow G2 8LU.
Tel: +44 (0) 141 228 2202
E: Caroline.Coleman@
scotent.co.uk

SPECIAL EU PROGRAMMES BODY
info@seupb.eu
communications@seupb.eu
www.seupb.eu
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BELFAST
7th Floor,
The Clarence West Building
2 Clarence Street West
Belfast BT2 7GP
Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 9026 6660

INTERREG VB Transnational
Programmes
The SEUPB has a role supporting
the development of projects
submitted to any of the INTERREG
VB/VC Programmes.
These programmes are:
The Northern Periphery and Arctic (NPA)
Programme
This €56million ERDF programme
aims to help peripheral and remote
communities in the northern regions
of Europe to develop their economic,
social and environmental potential.
The programme area involves
parts of Finland, Ireland, Sweden,
Scotland, Northern Ireland in cooperation with the Faroe Islands,
Iceland, Greenland and Norway. The
SEUPB is the Regional Contact Point
for Northern Ireland.

The programme aims to achieve
progress on transnational
co-operation that is geared towards
cohesive, sustainable and balanced
territorial development of the Atlantic
Area and its maritime heritage. The
programme region covers all of
Ireland and Northern Ireland, and
those regions within Portugal, Spain,
France and the UK that border the
Atlantic Ocean. The SEUPB works in
an advisory and signposting role.
INTERREG EUROPE Programme
The €359 million ERDF INTERREG
VC Inter-regional Programme
is aimed at local and regional
authorities. It focuses on the
identification, analysis and
dissemination of good practices by
public authorities in order to improve
the effectiveness of regional and
local policies.

The North West Europe Programme
This €370 million ERDF programme
aims to help make this new region
more competitive, environmentally
friendly and cohesive by improving
access to more and better jobs,
enhancing the environmental
qualities of the region, improving
accessibility and ensuring that cities
and rural areas are attractive and
sustainable. The programme area
is France, the UK, Germany, the
Netherlands, Ireland Luxembourg
Belgium and Switzerland. The
SEUPB works in an advisory and
signposting role. The Atlantic Area
Programme

Co-operation projects are eligible
across all 28 EU states, plus Norway
and Switzerland.

MONAGHAN
M:Tek II Building
Armagh Road
Monaghan
Ireland
T: +353 (0) 477 7003

OMAGH
EU House
11 Kevlin Road
Omagh BT78 1LB
Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 8225 5750

For further information on VB and VC
Programmes, contact:
Lisa Kelly at the
SEUPB Belfast office:
Tel: + 44 (0) 28 9026 6660
E: lisa.kelly@seupb.eu
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