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VSS LAUNCH PEACE IV VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS PROGRAMME
The Victims and Survivors Service in Northern Ireland has officially launched the EU
PEACE IV funded programme, Shared Spaces and Services – Victims and Survivors
2017-21.
This is a project supported by the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme, managed by
the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). The aim of the programme is to improve the
health and wellbeing of victims and survivors and will target hard to reach and marginalised
individuals and communities that have suffered as a result of the Troubles/Conflict.
Since the programme commenced, VSS has developed a network of health and well-being
caseworkers and advocacy support workers based within our community and voluntary
partners across the region, who support victims in their local communities and deliver
services and support where it is needed.
The VSS previously opened a call for applications under the Victim Support Programme and
PEACE IV in November 2016. 55 organisations were successful in securing funding and this
allowed for the establishment of a network of Health and Wellbeing Caseworkers and an
Advocacy Support Programme in addition to the development of a number of new and
innovative resilience initiatives.
Chief Executive of the VSS, Margaret Bateson said: “We are pleased to formally launch
the PEACE IV Shared Spaces - Victims and Survivors programme today. The
programme has been underway since 2017 and already a significant amount of work
has been undertaken to adopt a new and innovative needs-based approach to
delivering bespoke services that support the unique and individual needs of victims
and survivors.
“The new programme will look at how victims and survivors can be supported
through a range of services, with a specific focus on improving health and well-being.

“We know we still have lots to do but we are already seeing early indications that this
new approach is working, and we are seeing some real changes to the lives of victims
and survivors.
“We encourage those who need support to come forward and contact us on 02890
279100 or one of our community partners http://www.victimsservice.org/find-supportin-your-area/,” she continued.
Speaking at the event Gina McIntyre, CEO of the SEUPB, said: “The PEACE Programme
since its inception in 1995, has provided support to the victims and survivors of the
troubles and conflict. This has been an integral part of each PEACE programme and is
reflective of a genuine desire to fund the important work required to help alleviate the
suffering caused to citizens in this region.
“The support that has been provided under the current PEACE IV Programme
recognises that victims and survivors are an extremely diverse group with very
unique and complex needs. This funding support being announced today will be used
to develop a number of important new services that will improve their health and
wellbeing including a resilience building and advocacy support programme,” she
continued.
Match-funding for the project has also been provided by the Executive Office in Northern
Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community Development in Ireland.
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ENDS.

For more information please contact John McCandless, Communications Manager
with the SEUPB on Mob. 07834 778018 or via e-mail john.mccandless@seupb.eu

Notes to Editor:
SEUPB


The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored
by the Department of Finance and Personnel in Northern Ireland and the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform in Ireland.



It is responsible for managing two EU Structural Funds Programmes, PEACE IV and
INTERREG VA which are designed to enhance cross-border co-operation, promote
reconciliation and create a more peaceful and prosperous society.



The Programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the
Border Region of Ireland and in the case of INTERREG VA, Western Scotland.



The PEACE IV Programme has a value of €270 million and aims to address the
economic and social problems which result from the existence of borders.



For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu

Victims and Survivors Service


The Victims and Survivors Service delivers funding and support to victims and
survivors of the Conflict/Troubles, on behalf of The Executive Office.



The VSS is there to assist all victims and survivors identified in the Victims and
Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.



This means that the VSS can provide support to those who have been affected by
the Conflict/Troubles in the following ways:



o

those who have been injured (physically or psychologically);

o

those who care for people who have been injured in this way; and

o

those who have been bereaved.

For more information on the VSS, please visit www.victimsservice.org/.

