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What is the PEACE IV Programme?

Managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) the PEACE IV Programme is a unique
cross-border initiative, financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). It was
created as a direct result of the EU’s desire to make a positive response to developments in the
Northern Ireland peace process during 1994.
As the peace process has evolved the PEACE Programmes have played an important role in
reinforcing progress towards a more peaceful and stable society.
The current programme for 2014-2020 is breaking down barriers through shared education,
creating new shared spaces for use by all, supporting vulnerable children & young people and
promoting respect and cultural diversity within divided communities.

How much is the Programme worth?

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) contribution to the Programme is €229m
(85%). In addition €41m (15%) is supplied via match-funding, raising the total value of the
Programme to €270m.
The programme operates across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. It is funded
by the EU, the Irish Government and the Northern Ireland Executive.
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Funding breakdown

Support under the PEACE IV Programme has been divided amongst four key priority areas
including Shared Education, Children & Young People, Shared Spaces & Services and
Building Positive Relations.

PEACE IV
2014-2020

Promoting social
and economic
stability in the
region, notably by
actions to promote
cohesion between
communities.

Specific
Objective 1
€35.3m Budget

Action 1
Children
participating in
shared education
(EU Support
€30m)

Specific
Objective 2
Children and
Young People
€67m Budget (EU
Support €57m)

Specific
Objective 3
Shared Spaces
& Services
€99.4m Budget
(EU Support
€84.5m)

Action 2.1
Children and
Young People
aged 14-24
€37.6m Budget
(EU Support
€32m)

Action 2.2
Local Authority
Children and
Young People
€29.4m Budget
(EU Support
€25m)

Action 3.1
Shared Spaces
Capital
Development
€52.9m Budget
(EU Support
€45m)

Action 4.1
Local Authority
Action Plans
€35.3m Budget
(EU Support
€30m)

Action 3.2
Local Authority
Shared Spaces
Projects
€28.8m Budget
(EU Support
€24.5m)

Action 4.2
Regional Level
Projects
€16.4m Budget
(EU Support
€13.9m)

Action 3.3
Victims and
Survivors
€17.6m Budget
(EU Support
€15m)

Key
These actions will be delivered as part of the local PEACE Action
Plans, implemented by local authority-led partnerships.
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Specific
Objective 4
Building Positive
Relations
€57.7m Budget
(EU Support
€43.9

Shared Education
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 1 –
SHARED EDUCATION (BUDGET: €35.3M EU SUPPORT: €30M)
The key aim of this Specific Objective is to provide direct, sustained, and
curriculum-based contact between pupils and teachers from all backgrounds,
through collaboration between schools from different sectors in order to promote
good relations and enhance children’s skills and attitudes to contribute to a
cohesive society.
Two projects have been approved under the Shared Education objective, with a
total of €33.1 million allocated (EU Support: €28.2 million).
The projects will achieve key outputs such as:
• 350 schools involved in shared education
• 2,100 teachers trained with the capacity to facilitate shared education
• 144,000 pupils participating in shared education
OBJECTIVE 1 – COLLABORATION AND
SHARING IN EDUCATION PROJECT
In receipt of €29m in funding the Collaboration
and Sharing in Education (CASE) project will
enable 280 schools and 135,000 pupils to
become involved in shared education initiatives.
Over 2,000 teachers will be trained to facilitate
and deliver at least 30 hours of shared education
for each of the pupils participating in the project.
It will be delivered on a cross-border basis and
represents a unique partnership between the
Education Authority (EA) and Léargas. The
project will run over a four-year period and focus
on curriculum based subjects including Literacy
and Numeracy and STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics).
For more information go to http://www.eani.org.uk/about-us/latest-news/29million-shared-education-project-launched/
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Children & Young People
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 2 –
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE (BUDGET: €67M EU SUPPORT: €57M)
The Children and Young People Specific Objective focuses on two groups:
• Objective 2.1 - Children and Young People Aged 14-24 (Budget: €37.6 million
EU Support: €32m); and
• Objective 2.2 - Children and Young People Aged 0-24 (Budget: €29.4m EU
Support: €25m)

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 14-24 YEARS
Objective 2.1 comprises of two main components; Children and Young People Projects
and a Quality & Impact Body. Projects are delivered in two phases and are outcome
focused in terms of good relations, personal development and citizenship. The projects
target young people aged between 14-24 years who are disadvantaged, excluded or
marginalised, have deep social and emotional needs and are at risk of becoming
involved in anti-social behaviour, violence or dissident activity.
A total of ten projects, under the brand name of Peace4Youth, have been approved to
the value of €38.9 million (EU support: €33.1 million).
In terms of key outputs, 1,875 young people aged 14-24 years who are most
marginalised and disadvantaged will complete approved programmes that develop their
soft skills and a respect for diversity in Phase one. This figure will rise by 5,525 in Phase
two, targeting a total of 7,400 young people by the end of the programme.
The Quality & Impact Body (QIB) has been appointed to support the delivery of projects
and achievement of programme outcomes and all projects are required to engage
actively and positively with them. This QIB is responsible for ensuring that the impact of
the Programme is maximised by developing and nurturing a strong change and
outcomes focus by funded projects and supporting a high-quality, youth work approach.
The value of this contract is €1.2m (EU support: €0.9m).
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OBJECTIVE 2.2 - CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 0-24
The programme will invest in children and young people so that they can reach their
potential and maximise their contribution to a more cohesive society. It will bring about
change in the form of clear, meaningful and sustainable ‘distance travelled’ for individual
young people in terms of good relations, personal development and citizenship.
17 Local Authority Action Plans have been approved to deliver this component of the
Programme, with a total project value of €14.9 million (EU support €12.7 million).
The key output of this objective is that through these projects, 21,000 participants aged
0-24 years will complete approved programmes that develop their soft skills and respect
for diversity.
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE PROJECT CASE STUDIES

Peter Sheridan, CEO of Co-operation Ireland
speaks at launch of Youth Pact project.
OBJECTIVE 2.1 – YOUTH PACT PROJECT
A consortium including Co-operation Ireland, Ulster University, the National Youth Council of
Ireland and POBAL will work with cross-community youth projects to help boost their impact,
quality and success rate. In receipt of €1.1m in funding, the consortium operating under the name
YouthPact, will provide training and signposting for staff in the delivery of these projects, on a
cross-border basis.
Collectively the projects are targeted at young people who have lived the majority of their lives in
‘peace’, yet feel the visible and invisible ripple effects of the conflict in their everyday lives. They will
seek to enhance the capacity of young people to form positive relationships with others of a
different background and make a positive and long-term contribution to the creation of a more
cohesive society.
For more information go to http://www.cooperationireland.org/programmes/youtheducation-programmes/youthpact/
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 2.1 – YOUTHSCAPE PROJECT
In receipt of €3.9m worth of funding the project will enhance
the capacity of children and young people to form positive
and effective relationships with others from different cultural
backgrounds. The project has been developed in association
with South West College (as Lead Partner) along with
Donegal Youth Service and TIDES training.
It will operate across Omagh, Enniskillen Dungannon,
Ballybofey and Letterkenny to deliver a programme of
development support for up 800 marginalised young people.
Each young person will be assigned a ‘Key Youth Worker’
who will support them throughout the programme to help
build good relations and become an active, positive citizen in
their own community.
For more information go to http://www.swc.ac.uk/
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Shared Spaces & Services
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 3 –
SHARED SPACES AND SERVICES (BUDGET €99.4M EU SUPPORT: €84.5M)
The Shared Spaces and Services Objective includes three actions;
• Capital Development to create new Shared Spaces (Budget: €52.9 million / EU
Support: €45 million),
• Local Authority Shared Spaces Projects (Budget: €28.8 million / EU support €24.5
million) and
• Victims and Survivors (Budget: €17.6m / EU support €15 million).
OBJECTIVE 3.1 - CAPITAL DEVELOPMENTS TO CREATE NEW SHARED SPACES
This action will create up to eight new shared civic spaces which will be used by all sections
of the community and will involve changes in both attitudes and behaviour with a
corresponding reduction in segregation. Projects will be of a sufficient scale to have a
transformative effect on local areas and will incorporate high quality design and sustainable
development principles, including measures to minimise carbon emissions.
At 31 December 2017 no projects had been approved.
OBJECTIVE 3.2 - LOCAL AUTHORITY SHARED SPACES PROJECTS
This action supports a number of local initiatives with the aim of making public spaces in
cities, towns and villages more inclusive. Projects will address sensitive topics around
parades, flags, emblems, graffiti and other issues which can serve to intimidate and make
some members of society, whether based on religion, race or other factors, feel unwelcome
in some areas. 17 Local Authority Action Plans have been approved to deliver this
component of the Programme, facilitating the sustained usage on a shared basis of public
areas/buildings, with a combined value of €27.7 million (EU support: €23.5 million).
OBJECTIVE 3.3 - VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS
This objective creates a more cohesive society through an increased provision of shared
spaces and services. It recognises the need and demand of those who have suffered from
the trauma of the conflict, and develops the capacity for services to meet the needs of
victims and survivors. It adds value by investing in cross-border health and wellbeing
services that develop proven expertise within the region and increase the capacity and
quality of care in the sector for victims and survivors and their families.
One project has been approved to deliver objective 3.3, with a value of €15.8 million (EU
support: €13.4 million). Through this project 6,300 individuals will receive advocacy support,
and 11,350 individuals will receive assessment, case work support and resilience support.

9

SHARED SPACES & SERVICES PROJECT CASE STUDY

OBJECTIVE 3.3 – VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS PROJECT
The aim of the £13.4m project is to improve the health and wellbeing of victims and survivors.
It will target hard to reach and marginalized individuals and communities that have suffered as a
result of the Troubles/Conflict. The funding will be delivered through the Victims and Survivors
Service (VSS) and will benefit people living in Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland.
Building upon the work funded under previous PEACE Programme’s the new funding offer will
include the provision of health and well-being support to address the complex needs of victims
and survivors.
For more information go to http://www.victimsservice.org/vss-launch-peace-iv-victimsand-survivors-programme/

Chairman of the Victims & Survivors Service, Oliver Wilkinson.
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Building Positive Relations
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 4 (BUDGET: €51.7M EU SUPPORT €43.9M)
The Building Positive Relations at a Local Level Objective includes 2 actions:
• Local Authority Action Plans €35.3m (ERDF + Match) and
• Regional Level Projects €16.3m (ERDF + Match).

OBJECTIVE 4.1 – LOCAL AUTHORITY ACTION PLANS - BUILDING POSITIVE
RELATIONS AT A LOCAL LEVEL
This objective supports actions to facilitate the full participation of those groups
particularly impacted by the legacy of the troubles/conflict. It promotes positive
relations characterised by respect, where cultural diversity is celebrated and people
can live, learn and socialise together, free from prejudice, hate and intolerance.
17 local action plans have been approved that will result in meaningful, purposeful
and sustained contact between persons from different communities. The combined
value of these projects is €28.3 million (EU support: €24.1 million).

OBJECTIVE 4.2 – REGIONAL LEVEL PROJECTS
This objective will deliver 20 regional level projects that result in meaningful,
purposeful and sustained contact between persons from different communities.
The projects will promote positive relations characterised by respect, where cultural
diversity is celebrated and people can live, learn and socialise together free from
prejudice, hate and intolerance.
14 projects have been approved with a combined value of €16.1 million
(EU support: €13.7 million).
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BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4.1 – LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL
Leitrim County Council has been awarded over €1.8m in PEACE IV funding to help positive
relations within the local community. It was officially launched on 21 September 2017 to coincide
with the International Day of Peace. The launch took place in The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon,
following extensive public consultation as to the types of initiatives that would be funded.
At the event Aoibhinn Callaghan from Comhairle na nÓg recited the WB Yeats poem ‘Peace’
followed by Reverend Linda Frost reciting the poem ‘Amazing Peace’ by Maya Angelou to mark the
International Day of Peace.
For more information go to http://www.leitrimcoco.ie/eng/Community-Culture/
Community/Peace-IV/

Brenda Hegarty, Programme Manager with the SEUPB speaks at the launch of
Leitrim’s Councils PEACE IV Action Plan.
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BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4.1 – ANTRIM & NEWTOWNABBEY BOROUGH COUNCIL
The Council has been awarded approximately £3m in PEACE IV funding to help build positive
relations within the local community. The Council has been working on the development of its
various PEACE IV funded initiatives since 2016 which included extensive consultation with the
general public.
To help launch the new funding a public event was held at Mossley Mill attended by
representatives of the Council, the Director of Community Planning and Regeneration Majella
McAlister, members of the PEACE IV Partnership and the Mayor of Antrim and Newtownabbey,
Councillor Paul Hamill.
For more information go to http://www.antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk/Residents/
Community-Wellbeing/PEACE-IV-Funding

Official launch of the Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council PEACE IV Action Plan.
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BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4.2 – PRISM PROJECT
In receipt of €0.7m in funding the
PRISM (Promoting Reconciliation
and Integration through Safe
Mediation) project will develop
better relations between
Protestant, Catholic, migrant and
other minority communities
across the region.
Led by the British Red Cross, it
aims to increase participants’
familiarity with and understanding
of cultures different from their
own, by helping them find what
they have in common. The project
will explore the challenges that
come with a growing population of
refugees, asylum seekers and
vulnerable migrants within a
society still deeply impacted by a
legacy of social segregation.
For more information go to
http://RedCross.org.uk

British Red Cross Director Sharon Sinclair is pictured
at the launch with PRISM project partners Paul
Sheridan, SEUPB Head of Finance and Corporate
Services, Corrymeela Head of Programme and
Innovation Shona Bell and Artsekta Executive
Director Nisha Tandon OBE.
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BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4.2 – SPORT UNITING COMMUNITIES PROJECT
The €1.7m funded cross-border project will utilise sport to promote positive relations and
cultural diversity between up to 17,000 individuals of differing backgrounds. It represents a
unique partnership between the Irish Football Association, Ulster Gaelic Athletic Association and
Ulster Rugby.
The project will create a regional pool of volunteers with the skills and capacity to promote positive
relations; increase the long-term participation of marginalised groups within sport and help local
sports clubs to become more open, inclusive and welcoming to people from different
communities.
For more information go to http://ulsterrugby.com/news/17166.php#.Wrji400iyUk

Children at launch of the Sport Uniting Communities project.
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CONTACT US:

BELFAST
The Clarence West Building,
2 Clarence Street West,
Belfast
BT2 7GP
N.Ireland
Tel: +44 28 9026 6660
Email: info@seupb.eu

OMAGH
EU House,
11 Kevlin Road,
Omagh
BT78 1LB
N.Ireland
Tel: +44 28 8225 5750
Email: info@seupb.eu

MONAGHAN
M: Tek II Building,
Armagh Road,
Monaghan
Ireland
Tel: +353 477 7003
Email: info@seupb.eu

For more details on all projects supported by the
EU’s PEACE IV Programme go to:
http://www.seupb.eu/piv-overview
Website: www.seupb.eu

Follow us on:

