PRESS RELEASE
Date: Wednesday 27th March
‘PACT’ PROJECT LAUNCH
The Training for Women Network and project partners, Queen’s University, Belfast,
Foyle Women’s Information Network and Intercomm, were delighted to launch an
innovative, online learning platform today – the EU PEACE IV funded ‘Peace and
Conflict Transformation’ (PACT) project.

The online assessment tool, which was jointly developed by Queens University and TWN,
will provide online psychometric testing to over 1200 women in Northern Ireland and the
Border Counties. This ground-breaking test will direct the women to other elements of
training such as diversity, conflict transformation, leadership and inter-community
communication.
The project received a total award of €999,652.63 from the EU’s PEACE IV Programme,
which is managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) until 31 July 2020.

A series of roadshows will be running across NI and the Border Counties in the coming
weeks to inform women of the project and begin the recruitment process.
Patricia Lewsley-Mooney, TWN’s Chairperson stated: “TWN were delighted to receive
funding from the Special EU Programmes Body to build upon the previous work
undertaken. This unique project will engage grass-roots women in building peace at
the community level ensuring that knowledge is shared, thus creating a ripple effect
across Northern Ireland and the Border Counties.”
Welcoming the project Gina McIntyre, CEO of the Special EU Programmes Body said: “This
project will create a highly innovative new assessment and training programme for
women, on both sides of the border. It will equip these women with the skills they
need to become confident peace advocates within their own communities who can
encourage reconciliation and help overcome division.

“This is one of the core objectives of the PEACE IV Programme which funds projects
that can tackle complex issues such as sectarianism and racism right across the
region in order to create a more peaceful society,” she continued.

Match-funding for the project has been provided by the Executive Office in Northern Ireland
and the Department of Rural and Community Development in Ireland.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

The Training for Women Network Ltd (TWN) are a charitable organisation based in Belfast.
The TWN were formed in 1996.
For more information, please contact the TWN Chairperson – Patricia Lewsley-Mooney,
email: patricia@twnonline.com.
SEUPB


The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored
by the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland and the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform in Ireland.



It is responsible for managing two EU Structural Funds Programmes, PEACE IV and
INTERREG VA which are designed to enhance cross-border co-operation, promote
reconciliation and create a more peaceful and prosperous society.



The Programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the
Border Region of Ireland and in case of INTERREG VA, Western Scotland.



The PEACE IV Programme has a value of €270 million and aims to promote peace
and reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland.



For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu

