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NEW INCLUSIVE CROSS-COMMUNITY YOUTH PROJECT LAUNCHED
A new EU PEACE IV funded youth project ‘HEROES’ for young people in Belfast,
Fermanagh and Derry/Londonderry was officially launched recently at an event at the
Silverbirch Hotel in Omagh.

HEROES groups have been set up in each area with young people taking part in activities
such as music, visits to historical sites, community fundraising and after school groups.

HEROES is an inclusive, cross-community, cross border project that supports young people
with and without learning difficulties with personal development, citizenship and good
relations. It has been supported by the EU’s PEACE IV Programme, managed by the
Special EU Programmes Body.

Lewis Morrow, participant in the Belfast HEROES project, who joined one of the first groups
being set up said: “I liked meeting new people, learning new things and having fun at
the HEROES project.”

Mencap NI is the lead partner in the project along with Londonderry YMCA, Devenish
Partnership Forum in Fermanagh, Health Service Executive in Donegal and Sligo and the
Special EU Programmes Body.
Margaret Kelly, Director of Mencap NI said: “We want young people from all
communities and abilities to get involved in the HEROES Project so they can develop
their confidence, have new experiences and build positive relationships that will last.
We want the young people we work with to have an amazing experience they won’t
forget.”
Continuing Maragret Kelly said: “HEROES has provided a wonderful opportunity to
ensure that young people with learning difficulties benefit from PEACE IV’s Children
and Young People’s programme. These young people experience many of the same

legacy issues as other young people, but without programmes specifically designed
to include them it can be difficult to access the help and support available to others.”

Outlining the importance of the project Gina McIntyre, CEO of the Special EU Programmes
Body said: “The EU’s PEACE IV Programme recognises the importance of young
people. Specifically the role that they can play as agents of positive change. Change
in themselves, as they gain new skills and confidence, and also change in society as
they bring home what they have learnt to their friends and families in order to create a
more peaceful and cohesive society. This is an inspirational project and I would
congratulate everyone who has taken part in it.”

HEROES stands for Helping Equality, Respecting Others, Enabling Success and the project
allows young people to take part in group work, individual mentoring, cultural trips, and free
residentials. All activities are based on the young people’s interests and what they like to do.
Willie Lamrock, General Secretary of Londonderry YMCA said: “It is a pleasure to be
partnering with Mencap in the North West in the delivery of a fantastic programme
that brings so much support to the young people who have engaged in the various
elements. YMCA look forward to continuing the work with Mencap and the other
partners".

Match-funding for the project has been provided by the Northern Ireland Executive in
Northern Ireland and the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in Ireland.
Keelan O’Hagan, participant in the Derry/Londonderry HEROES project, who joined one of
the first groups being set up said: “The best thing about the Heroes project has been
getting together and having fun in the group.”

If you would like more information on the HEROES Youth project then please email
mikhaila.woods@mencap.org.uk or telephone the HEROES Project at the Mencap Centre in
Belfast on 028 9069 1351.
-
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For further information contact Brian Kennedy on brian.kennedy@mencap.org.uk or 028
9069 0163 or 0782 4441797

Notes to Editors
1. HEROES stands for Helping Equality, Respecting Others, Enabling Success.
The HEROES project allows young people to take part in group work, individual mentoring,
cultural trips, and free residentials. All activities are based on the young people’s interests
and what they like to do.

We want young people from all communities and abilities to get involved in the HEROES
Project so they can develop their confidence, have new experiences and build positive
relationships that will last. We want the young people we work with to have an amazing
experience they won’t forget.

HEROES seeks to provide young people, aged 14-24, with the opportunity to engage in
programmes that promote personal development and inclusion, reduce stigma, support
individual needs and support the development of meaningful relationships with others.
HEROES will be delivered across 3 geographical locations:


Greater Belfast



Londonderry/Donegal



Fermanagh/Border Counties

This project is supported by the European Union’s Peace IV Programme, managed by the
Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). Project, funding of up to €274,718 has been
awarded.

2. Quotes from young people in the HEROES project
Michael Henshall, participant in the Fermanagh HEROES project, who joined one of the first
groups being set up said: “The HEREOES project has been the best thing in my life so far.”
Keelan O’Hagan, participant in the Derry/Londonderry HEROES project, who joined one of
the first groups being set up said: “The best thing about the Heroes project has been getting
together and having fun in the group.”
Lewis Morrow, participant in the Belfast HEROES project, who joined one of the first groups
being set up said: “I liked meeting new people, learning new things and having fun at the
HEROES project.”

SEUPB


The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored
by the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland and the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform in Ireland.



It is responsible for managing two EU Structural Funds Programmes, PEACE IV and
INTERREG VA which are designed to enhance cross - border co-operation, promote
reconciliation and create a more peaceful and prosperous society.



The Programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the
Border Region of Ireland and in the case of INTERREG VA, Western Scotland.



The PEACE IV Programme has a value of €270 million and aims to promote peace
and reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland.



For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu

