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Causeway Coast and Glens

What does the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme do?
The PEACE IV Programme is a unique cross-border EU funding initiative. It was
first created in 1995 following the ceasefires, which came after 25 years of violence
in the region, known as the ‘troubles’ or the ‘conflict’. The programme has been
specifically designed to support the on-going peace process across Northern
Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. It supports many different projects
that are helping to reconcile communities and build a more peaceful society.
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Click here to find out more about what they do.
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€277m

This is the total value of the programme, which includes match-funding
support provided by the Northern Ireland Executive and the Irish Government.

Children & Young People

Shared Spaces & Services

€58.9m has been allocated to 12 regional projects and
17 local authorities which are supporting vulnerable
young people who feel marginalised. To date:

€88.6m has been allocated to shared space projects
which will help bring divided communities together.

Phase 1 has supported 1,784 young
people (14-24 years old),
Phase 2 has supported 2,163 young
people (14-24 years old).

Find out
more here

Building Positive Relations

Victims and
Survivors €15.8m

Find out
more here

Shared Education
€33.1m has been given to 2 different projects, which are
creating sustained curriculum-based contact between
pupils and teachers from all backgrounds. To date:

72,750 children have participated
in shared education classrooms,

€64.3m has been allocated to promote
reconciliation, diversity and social cohesion.
To date:

17 local authority action plans have been
supported on both sides of the border,
20 cross-border regional
projects have been supported.

9 separate shared space facilities are
currently under construction.

Find out
more here

469 schools have participated in
the projects,
1,252 teachers have been trained to
facilitate shared education.

Find out
more here

What types of projects are being funded?
SHARED EDUCATION – SHARING FROM
THE START
Funding is being used to enable pre-schools to take
part in shared education projects that will lead to
enhanced educational outcomes and improved crosscommunity cohesion. The project is lead by Early
Years, in collaboration with the National Childhood
Network and the Fermanagh Trust.
Research shows that children develop prejudices
from an early age, which further highlights the need
for shared education to improve community relations.
The Sharing from the Start project places a strong
emphasis on developing reconciliation between divided
communities, in order to increase tolerance
social cohesion. Find out more here.
“This is a very worthwhile project.
Teaching children from a young
age that we are all different
but we are all the same. Even
though they don’t realise now, the
learning will kick in as they grow
and develop.”
Quote from a parent.

SHARED SPACES & SERVICES
– BLACK MOUNTAIN SHARED
SPACE PROJECT
The Black Mountain Shared Space
project will see the creation of a
shared space facility at the foot
of the Black Mountain in Belfast,
offering a range of integrated
services and facilities. Facilities
will include indoor leisure; outdoor
recreation; community space;
capacity support; health and wellbeing;
educational links; and multipurpose
spaces. Find out more here.
The project will deliver 45 programmes during the first three
years of operation, across three phases; engagement and
familiarisation; better knowing me and knowing you and: and
building long-term and lasting relationships.
“When we were established in 2010, our primary objective
was to improve community relations by working with
people on the ground to build relationships, break down
barriers and build capacity within the community.This
new shared space represents a new chapter for our
organisation and will be an invaluable asset for
people in the surrounding communities.”
Paul Millar, Chairman of Black
Mountain Shared Space.
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CHILDREN & YOUNG
PEOPLE – TRANSFORM
The TRANSFORM project is engaging with hundreds
of young people (aged 14-24) to help fulfil their
potential; develop their skills; build their confidence;
help them gain OCN qualifications; and contribute
positively as active citizens within their communities.
It is delivered through a youth work approach using
non-formal learning environments. The projects
geographic areas will include: Antrim; Down;
Fermanagh; Tyrone; Derry-Londonderry; Armagh;
Cavan; Monaghan; Louth; and Donegal. Find out
more here.
“Transform has presented me with so many
opportunities to grow as an individual and it really
helps young people like me to develop skills
that are useful for our future. It has also brought
so many different people together that would
typically never get the chance to interact with one
another and we get to learn about each other’s
backgrounds and what unites us.”
Project participant Anna, aged 18.

BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS
– THE NEXT CHAPTER
The Next Chapter is targeting women to
develop their ideas, build communities
and support the transition out of conflict.
It aims to improve the representation of
women in public and political life and
contribute to a more gender-sensitive
society in Northern Ireland and the Border
Regions of Ireland.
The project created a network of people
to help support peace and reconciliation,
mobilising social change in their own
communities and nurturing aspirations on
a shared future. Find out more here.
“Spending time, and connecting with,
women from both sides of the border
creates a sense of community and
commonality between women with a
wide range of diverse backgrounds
and from all different walks of life,
enabling them to build relationships no
border can impede.”
Amy Farrell, Louth Chapter Member.

