Citizens’ Summary: Annual
Implementation Report 2019
What does the European Union’s INTERREG VA Programme do?
The programme encourages people, from different regions and countries,
to come together and find solutions that will benefit each other. It funds many
different projects that work, on a cross-border basis, across Northern Ireland, the
Border Counties of Ireland and Western Scotland. These projects are protecting
our shared environment, improving people’s health and well-being, reducing
carbon emissions and making businesses better.
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This is the total value of the programme, which includes match-funding support provided
by the Northern Ireland Executive and the Irish Government.

Supporting business growth
€71.6m has been given to 8 different
projects, which to date have:

Made 1,353 SME’s more
competitive

Making transport
more sustainable

3 cross-border greenways

€47.1m has been given to 4
different projects which,
when completed, will create:

1 Multi-modal transport hub
to help reduce car use and
lower carbon emissions

Find out
more here

Given 284 businesses 1-on-1
innovation advice
Helped 114 enterprises
co-operate with research
institutions

Find out
more here

Improving health and well-being
€62.4m has been given to 10 different projects,
which to date are helping:

Protecting the environment
€84.7m has been given to 9 different projects which are:

372 disabled people who are
socially isolated

Conserving 4,500 hectares of
endangered habitats

1,409 people suffering from
mental illness

Creating 3 water quality
improvement projects

11 new healthcare intervention
trials to prevent and cure illness

Developing 25
conservation action plans
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What types of projects are being funded?
SUPPORTING BUSINESS GROWTH
BRYDEN CENTRE
This cross-border project is producing cuttingedge research for use by the renewable energy
sector. It funds a number of researchers and
PhD students who are learning how to harness
the power of the sea and turn organic waste into
a renewable fuel source.
The project is also looking at how the
environment can be protected, when renewable
energy systems are installed and how the energy
produced can be safely transported and stored.
Find out more here.
“Participation in the project
is helping us to attract major
inward investment into
the region by significant
global companies in the
Renewable Energy Sector.”
Thomas Cromie, Managing
Director, AgriAD.

PROTECTING THE
ENVIRONMENT
SEAMONITOR
SeaMonitor is a unique
marine research project,
studying the sea around Ireland,
Western Scotland and Northern
Ireland. It is creating Europe’s largest
telemetric marine array to support the conservation of
endangered marine species such as the basking shark,
cetaceans, salmon, seals and skate.
It will also provide three management plans, one to
protect skate from Loch Sunart to the Sound of Jura
and two for salmon in both the River Foyle and Clyde
estuaries. Find out more here:
“The threat to our marine ecosystems has never
been greater and the need to work in partnership to
better understand and manage these areas never
higher. This project will ultimately produce dynamic
management plans for some of our most important
and vulnerable species.”
Sharon McMahon, CEO, Loughs Agency.

MAKING TRANSPORT MORE SUSTAINABLE
NORTH WEST GREENWAY NETWORK
Upon completion, this project will create 46.5km of
new greenway along three key border crossings in the
North West of Ireland. It will offer a safe and secure
route to encourage greater levels of cross-border
cycling and walking.
The project will also encourage more people to get out
of their cars, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of
the region. Find out more here:
“As we try to reduce our carbon emissions through
a modal shift, this new infrastructure will
encourage more people to live healthier lifestyles,
thus reducing the impact of cars on our roads and
leading to safer streets for everyone.”
Ronan Gallager,
Communications Officer.

IMPROVING HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
I-RECOVER
The project is using a collaborative approach to
working with people suffering from mental illness,
where they are partners in their own recovery. It
represents a radical shift from the medical model of
treatment to a more social-based model.
It will help up to 8,000 people, on both sides of the
border, and use new approaches in e-health to
support beneficiaries through their recovery journey.
Find out more here:
“I have lived experience of mental health issues
and my ethos is to help others by sharing my
journey of recovery. This is because my own
recovery was aided with learning about my own
mental health through education.”
Testimony from a
former beneficiary
and now current
educator with
the project.
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