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What is the INTERREG VA
Programme?
Value
The INTERREG VA Programme is one
of over 60 funding programmes
across the European Union that have
been specifically designed to address
problems that arise from the existence of
borders. Borders can reduce economic
development, hamper the efficient management
of the environment, obstruct travel and hinder
the delivery of essential health and social care
services. The INTERREG VA Programme is
tackling these issues head-on in order to
promote greater levels of economic, social and
territorial cohesion across Northern Ireland, the
border counties of Ireland and Western
Scotland.

€283m

The programme has four key priority areas
where it wants to make significant and lasting
change: Research & Innovation; the
Environment; Sustainable Transport and Health
& Social Care.

Research & Innovation
What work has been done?

1,510

Environment
How has the environment been protected?
hectares of

habitat
2,225 threatened
protected

enterprises
receiving support

new full-time
equivalent researchers
funded

323

372

1
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1-on-1 innovation
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water quality
1 bathing
prediction system created

Click here

Click here

Health & Social Care

Sustainable Transport

What support has been provided?

How has this been achieved?

2,984

citizens supported in
recovery of mental illness

32

cross-border multi-modal

transport hub
1 public
nearing completion

citizens benefitting from

and unscheduled
13,255 scheduled
care streams
citizens supported by new

projects supported
in total

network of buoys
commissioned to monitor
the ocean

initiatives for
7,376 cross-border
positive health & wellbeing

greenways
3 cross-border
under construction
cross-border electric
73 potential
vehicle charging points funded

Click here

€311m

committed
to date

*The above figures, under each theme, are self-reported by funded projects and subject to final verification.

See case studies overleaf

Click here

What types of projects are being funded?
iSIMPATHY

Renewable Engine

Implementing Simulating Innovation in the Management of Polypharmacy and
Adherence through the Years, known more simply as ‘iSIMPATHY,’ is a new
€3.28m cross-border EU INTERREG-VA funded project which aims to ensure the
optimal outcomes of medication use in those patients with more than one longterm illness.
A much-needed initiative, the project will deliver a cost effective medication review
service that has a positive impact on people’s health and quality of life. Medicine
reviews will involve collaboration between patients and healthcare professionals to
increase patient empowerment and their adherence to prescribed medicines.
In addition, the project will facilitate shared learning and good practice across
Scotland, Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland; training doctors and
pharmacists to deliver 15,000 robust medicine reviews and build capacity in the
healthcare system to spread best practice. The project is being led by the Scottish
Government.

Click here

FASTER
Approximately €6.4m has been provided in EU INTERREG VA-funding for a new electric vehicle
charging project called ‘FASTER’, which will help reduce reliance on fossil fuels by encouraging
increased use of more environmentally-friendly forms of transport. The project recognises that
one of the main barriers to greater public uptake of electric vehicles is the perceived lack of
rapid charging stations.
Delivered on a cross-border basis, the ‘FASTER’ project will be implemented
by lead partner East Border Region, in conjunction with a consortium of
partners from Northern Ireland, Ireland and Scotland. These partners include:
Louth County Council, Highlands and Islands Transport Partnership
(HITRANS), Ulster University, South West College, University of Strathclyde
and Dundalk Institute of Technology (DkIT).
It will carry out the design, installation and operation of 73 rapid charging
points at easily accessible areas of defined need, across all three regions.

Click here

Since launching in late 2017, the €5.8m Renewable
Engine project has facilitated direct knowledge transfer
and technological development in the Advanced
Manufacturing and Renewable Energy Sectors, with
research focusing on areas such as Energy Generation,
Energy Storage and Innovative Enabling Technologies.
The unique industry-academic collaborative project aimed
to spearhead innovation in the renewable energy sector,
by giving companies access to world class facilities and
resources available through academic partners.
Led by South West College, it operates across a network
of research institutes including Queen’s University Belfast,
Institute of Technology Sligo and the University of
Strathclyde’s High-Value Manufacturing Catapult.
It is helping to deliver dedicated research support to
industry through the placement of 11 PhD researchers
and a further four postdoctoral researchers, bridging the
‘innovation gap’ typically observed between
academic and commercial entities.

Click here
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